*Essential Cell Biology*, fourth edition, provides an up-to-date introduction to the fundamental concepts of cell biology as well as rapidly growing fields such as stem cell biology, development, and cancer. With 20 chapters, the book covers topics such as macromolecules, DNA replication, gene transcription, cell membranes, cytoskeleton, and the cell-division cycle. This book is ideal for students taking an introductory cell or molecular biology course, yet is also suitable for individuals looking to simply refresh their understanding of some of the basics of cell biology. The book engages the reader with commentary such as: "What does it mean to be living? Petunias, people, and pond scrum are all alive; stones, sand, and summer breezes are not. But what are the fundamental properties that characterize living things and distinguish them from nonliving matter?" In addition, the authors provide a clear overview at the beginning of each chapter and highlight the essential points that will be covered. Furthermore, throughout the book, they consistently relate the newly covered material with the material in the previous chapters. While the text is clear, the authors still provide a thorough tour of the many branches of cell biology and show how these concepts are relevant to biomedical applications. New concepts are generally given in combination with several graphical representations to orient the reader. In addition, they provide a greatly expanded Question Bank, several new student assessment tools, as well as more than 130 narrated videos to guide reader as they progress through the chapters. Students will gain a broad understanding of biological processes from the latest edition of *Essential Cell Biology*, which will also help them as they advance to more specialized topics of biology and biomedical research.
